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pedition was fitted oat in the early part of the
summer of 1827, under the command of Captain
William Fitzwilliam Owen, of His Majesty's ship
Eden, who received the appointment of superinten-
dent of the colony, and than whom no one could
be better adapted to fulfil the important duties
which were to devolve upon him ; Captain Harri-
son, a highly meritorious and indefatigable officer,
received the chief civil appointment under him. A
number of appropriate artificers, with an abundant
supply of the requisite stores, including several
framed wooden houses ready for immediate erection,
were embarked in a transport; and it was arranged
that a body of troops, with an additional number of
workmen and labourers from Sierra Leone, should
be attached to the expedition on its arrival at that
settlement.

On first approaching 'the island, its mountains
were shrouded from view by heavy clouds and a
hazy atmosphere; which, however, gradually dis-
persed as we neared the shore, and revealed to the
eyes of my companions a magnificent display of
mountain scenery, closely studded with large trees,
and thick with underwood, whose luxuriant fo-
liage of various tints and hues, blending with the
scarcely ruffled bosom of the ocean, and the re-
tiring clouds, making the sky each moment become
more lucid and transparent, formed such a varie-
gated picture of natural beauty, that we unani-
mously hailed it as the land of promise.